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	This scorecard helps you compare venue options against the same set 
of criteria. It is designed to support more informed decision-making, rather 
than label a venue as "sustainable" or "unsustainable". 
Sustainability is complex, and no single scorecard can capture every factor. 
Use this as a starting point to ask better questions and compare your options more consistently.  


 
HOW TO USE THIS SCORECARD 
1. For each venue you're considering, gather responses to the questions below.  
Where possible, ask for evidence rather than relying solely on sustainability claims. 
 
2. Record each response in the table and assign a score up to the maximum shown. 
 
3. A clear and evidenced "Yes" can receive the full score. A "No" should score zero. 
 
4. Where the answer sits somewhere in between, use your judgement and award  
a partial score. 
 
5. Once completed, add the scores to calculate a total out of 230 for each venue. 
 


UNDERSTANDING THE RESULTS 
· The score is designed to help you compare venues consistently. It should be used alongside other considerations, including location, cost, accessibility and attendee experience. 
 
· Not every question carries the same weighting. Some factors are likely to have a greater influence on overall event impact than others, which is why higher scores are assigned to certain questions. 
 
· The score is not intended to show whether a venue is "sustainable" or "unsustainable", nor whether a venue has "passed" or "failed". Instead, it provides a more structured way to: 
· Compare venues against the same criteria 
· Identify where stronger sustainability practices are in place 
· Highlight areas where further questions or improvements may be needed 
· Understand which factors are likely to have the greatest impact overall 
 
SUSTAINABLE VENUE SCORECARD 
	Area 
	Question 
	What to look for 
	Response 
	Evidence / Notes 
	Max Score 
	Your Score 

	Venue location  
and access 
	Are the main venues, hotels or event spaces within walking distance of each other? 
	Consider whether attendees can move between key locations without needing additional transport. This may include the main venue, hotels, evening event spaces or breakout locations. 
	Yes / No / Partial 
	 
	70 
	 

	Venue location  
and access 
	Can attendees realistically use public transport to reach or move around the venue area? 
	Look at whether public transport is available, practical and suitable for the attendee group. This could include rail, metro, tram, bus or other local transport options. 
	Yes / No / Partial 
	 
	20 
	 

	Venue location  
and access 
	Are planned group transfers being used where walking or public transport is not practical? 
	Consider whether shared transfers are being planned to reduce individual taxi, private car or separate transfer journeys. 
	Yes / No / Partial 
	 
	10 
	 

	Certifications and recognized standard 
	Does the venue hold a recognized sustainability certification, such as GSTC, LEED or BREEAM? 
	Check whether the venue has current, recognized certification that can be verified. 
	Yes / No / Partial 
	 
	30 
	 

	Certifications and recognized standard 
	Does the venue hold Travalyst certification? 
	Check whether the venue has this certification and whether it is current and relevant to the venue being assessed. 
	Yes / No / Partial 
	 
	20 
	 

	Certifications and recognized standard 
	Does the venue hold any other relevant sustainability certifications? 
	Capture any other sustainability-related certifications, standards or accreditations the venue provides. 
	Yes / No / Partial 
	 
	10 
	 

	Certifications and recognized standard 
	If other certifications are listed, what are they? 
	Use this space to record the name of the certification, the issuing body and whether evidence has been provided. 
	Free text 
	 
	— 
	— 

	Sustainability Practices 
	Does the venue have a sustainability program for meetings and events? 
	Look for a venue-specific meetings and events sustainability program, policy or approach that covers how events are planned and delivered. 
	Yes / No / Partial 
	 
	20 
	 

	Energy 
	Is the venue powered by renewable or lower-impact energy? 
	Ask whether the venue uses renewable electricity, green energy tariffs or other lower-impact energy sources, and whether this can be evidenced. 
	Yes / No / Partial 
	 
	20 
	 

	Food and Waste 
	Does the venue have a food waste management program? 
	Look for processes that reduce, manage or repurpose food waste, such as forecasting, donation, composting or measurement. 
	Yes / No / Partial 
	 
	15 
	 

	Water 
	Does the venue have a water management program? 
	Look for policies, systems or initiatives designed to reduce water use or manage water more efficiently. 
	Yes / No / Partial 
	 
	15 
	 

	 
	Total Score 
	Add the scores above to give each venue a total out of 230. 
	 
	 
	230 
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Want to go more in depth?
A list of questions can help you start the conversation, 
but the real value comes from understanding which 
actions will make the biggest difference.

BCD Meetings & Events uses structured sustainability 
scoring to help clients assess venue options, compare 
trade-offs and prioritize the areas with the greatest 
opportunity for improvement. 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Looking to source more sustainable venues?

This scorecard gives you a practical starting point, but venue selection is rarely
asimple tick-box exercise. BCD Meetings & Events helps organizations assess venue
options using structured sustainability criteria, weighted scoring and event-specific
insight. Our teams can help you understand the trade-offs, identify the highest-impact
opportunities and make venue decisions that support your wider event goals.




